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Join us for the Commonwealth Local Government Young Professionals Forum to mark the International Year of Youth 2011
We’re seeking applications to participate in the Commonwealth Local Government Young Professionals Forum (CLGYPF) taking place on 13th – 15th March, 2011, at City Hall, Cardiff, Wales, UK, marking the International Year of Youth 2011.  The two-day international forum will explore the role of local government in assisting young people to be agents for Local Economic Development (LED) through enterprise and political engagement. 

The forum, which will be held immediately in advance of the Commonwealth Local Government Conference (CLGC) 2011, will bring together young professionals and entrepreneurs working in local government or local enterprise across the Commonwealth. Following the forum, there is an opportunity to attend the main conference on Energising local economies: partnerships for prosperous communities, 15th -18th March.

[image: image3.png]aleap &



[image: image4.png]®




Objectives

· Support the contribution of young entrepreneurs in creating wealth

· Explore models of partnership and collaboration between enterprise and local government

· Highlight innovations in youth led local economic development

· Provide a distinctive voice in influencing and making recommendations to the CLGC 
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Information for applicants 
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You must be able to check all of the following boxes to be eligible to participate in the CLGYPF:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I will be aged between 18 and 30 at the start of the event


[Please specify]
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am resident in a Commonwealth country (check here for a full list of member states)


[Please specify]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am fluent in English - the working language of the forum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am medically fit to travel and participate in the CLGYPF

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am available to attend all the sessions of the programme and participate fully

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am able to evidence professional or voluntary experience in one or more of the following: 

Local Economic Development, democratic processes and debate, local and traditional governance structures, business and enterprise, youth advocacy or activism.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am committed to upholding the Commonwealth values of good governance and sustainable development.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am committed to disseminating learning from the forum to your organisation/company and partners upon return to my home country. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am committed to contributing to the pre-conference on-line preparation 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am willing to share case studies and highlight relevant aspects of my work

You must be able to check at least one of the following boxes to be eligible for the CLGYPF

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am or have been a mayor, councillor, politician and youth mayor

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am or have been a local government official

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am or have been an entrepreneur

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I am or have been a youth development professional active in third sector/civil society

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am an academic in a relevant field

[Please specify]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I work or have previously worked in a closely related field
[Please specify]
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Information for applicants 


Accommodation

Participants will be staying at the Novotel in Cardiff City centre on the nights of Sunday 13th March and Monday 14th March, courtesy of Cardiff City Council.

Visas

CLGF, or one of its forum partner organisations, will provide advice and supporting letters for your visa application should you require one; the issuing of a visa however is not guaranteed.  Participants are fully liable for any visa processing fees incurred.

Financial support for travel

A very limited number of full and partial bursaries are available to support those delegates unable to meet the costs of their travel, courtesy of our sponsors. Applicants should indicate requirements below and attach a supporting statement of no more than 200 words.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
My organisation can cover [amount]of the cost,I require partial funding of [amount required]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I require full financing for my travel
Successful bursary applicants will be notified by 4th February 2011.

Required supporting documentation

A recent CV or résumé including details of your professional referee and or nominating body  
A statement explaining need of financial support 200 words (if applicable)

Commonwealth Local Government Conference
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I am interested in attending the main conference event 15th to 18th March 2011

How did you hear about the CLGYPF? [enter here]
Signed:
[enter here]





Date:[enter here]
Sending your application form
1. Complete the application form fully

2. Attach it to an e-mail subject headed ‘[Your Name]CLGYPF Application’

3. Attach your supporting document(s)

4. E-mail to cecillia.makonyola@clgf.org.ukby 23rd  January 2011

The deadline line for completed application forms is 23rd January 2011.

You will be notified of your selection by 4th February 2011.

Contact: Layne Robinson, Commonwealth Youth Programme
E: l.robinson@commonwealth.int  T: ++44 (0)20 7747 6462, W: CYP 
Keep up to date on developments, and join the debate:www.clgc2011.org/ypforum
Commonwealth Local Government Young Professionals Forum

Application Form 

	Basic Information

	Surname
	[enter here] First name(s)                 [enter here]

	Gender
	[enter here] Date of birth                 [enter here]

	Nationality
	[enter here]

	Passport number and expiry date
	[enter number]                                   [enter date]

	Do you require a visa to enter the UK?
	[yes or no]

	e-mail address
	[enter here] Telephone number       [enter here]

	Mobile number
	[enter here]

	Full postal address
	[enter here]


Professional background

Provide a brief overview of your background and career to date, including career highlights academic achievements, community involvement and relevant hobbies in no more than 100 words

Professional interests

Provide details of your professional interests, experience and expertise as they relate to the forum and how you might contribute the CLGYPF in no more than 100 words.


Supporting statement/comments

If there is anything you would like to add in support of your application, please do so here in no more than 150 words.


The event 


The Young Professionals Forum will focus on key questions, which will be debated through a mix of keynote speakers, panel discussions, working groups, optional study visits and creative ideas exchange. It will also feature:





A market place of good practice case study presentations by delegates and sponsors 


World Cafe discussion on the use of innovation in social media and green technologies


A live policy debate between participants from enterprise, local government and civil society


Live blogging and interactive discussions via social networking sites




















Creating opportunities for young peopleHow can local government expand the opportunities for young people to start their own businesses or social enterprises?








Young people and local decision making Which models of good practice from youth-led initiatives can be identified to assist local governments in addressing the issues most relevant to young people?








Supporting young entrepreneurs


How can local government streamline its processes for business regulation to be simple, accessible, and responsive to young entrepreneurs?








Engaging local enterprise�In what ways can local government incentivise local employers, private and public, to offer training opportunities and placements for young people? 


























Connecting participants 


Prior to the event, participants will have a chance, via social networking sites, to feed into the key debate questions, influence their development and  formatting, download case studies and interact with organisers and other participants. There will also be an opportunity for participants to put themselves forward to highlight their work and participate in a live policy debate.





Outcomes


At the end of the forum, participants will produce and present a clear set of recommendations from the Young Professionals Forum to the CLGF board members and Commonwealth CLGC delegates. It is hoped that forum participants will share these recommendations, and their learning, with their colleagues, partners and local leaders. Reports from the blogging activities will also be distributed to participants for dissemination upon their return. 





Participant eligibility


Applicants are subject to eligibility criteria; please tick the following statements as they apply to you.















































